
 

        

PRESS STATEMENT 
 

Putting an end to disparities, precariousness, discrimination                             
and violence against women: One of the priorities for the 

development model after the coronavirus pandemic 
 

In accordance with the action plan adopted as a matter of urgency by the 

Fédération des Ligues des Droits des Femmes (FLDF) on 16 March 2020, aimed at 

promoting responsible citizenship and combating violence against women during the 

lockdown established as a result of the spread of the coronavirus, and in parallel with 

the decision taken by the FLDF centres to work remotely and to extend the use of 

telephone counselling, legal advice and psychological support services, the 

Fédération has launched awareness-raising and national and regional solidarity 

campaigns through various communication mechanisms and networks, making 

extensive use of the media and videos, with the aim of promoting health and medical 

education and Covid-19 prevention, as well as disseminating the culture of women’s 

rights and the values of coexistence, peace and equality within the household, 

encouraging the sharing of tasks and responsibilities among all components of the 

family, both men and women, and promoting certain positive masculinity practices 

that have been strengthened during the period; 

Thus, and with the aim of promoting solidarity, the centres and members of 

FLDF have been involved at the national, regional and local levels, together with the 

INJAD and FEMMES SOLIDAIRES networks, in the provision of material and in-kind 

assistance services throughout the national territory, directly benefiting 908 women, 

all of whom belong to the category of women heads of household working in the 

informal sector and living in conditions of insecurity, poverty, violence and 

discrimination, which, by all indicators, have become considerably worse during this 

lockdown;   

At the economic and social level, the Fédération has supported 415 women 

through the assistance of social workers and support workers to help them complete 

the procedures for submitting applications for the assistance provided by the public 

authorities in support of citizens working in the informal sector. This support aims to 

raise their awareness, explain and facilitate the completion of these procedures, as 

well as to help them register on the platforms created by the public authorities for this 

purpose;         
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In the Marrakech region, the Espace pour l’Avenir has engaged in youth 

activities in the field of education and awareness-raising, while continuing to provide 

distance support courses to students during the lockdown;   

With regard to the observation of acts of violence against women during the 

period of lockdown, the Fédération des Ligues des Droits des Femmes brings to the 

notice of public opinion that during the period from 16 March to 24 April 2020, it 

received, through the various telephone lines made available to women, 240 calls 

from 230 women who reported violence throughout the national territory. In addition, 

FLDF recorded a total of 541 acts of violence, in various forms and manifestations, 

against these women. Psychological violence accounted for 48.2%, followed by 

economic violence with a rate of 33%, then physical violence, which exceeded 12%, 

not to mention some cases of sexual violence. Then there are cases of eviction from 

the marital home that required urgent intervention to provide shelter for women 

victims of this form of violence. This service faces serious constraints, in particular 

the acute lack of dedicated centres, as well as the difficulty of travelling between and 

within cities due to the public safety lockdown, in addition to issues related to 

disinfection, testing and fear of transmission of the virus;               

Based on the data collected, it appears that spousal violence in all its forms, 

including violence perpetrated by the former husband, has become preponderant 

over other forms of violence against women during the period of public safety 

lockdown. In fact, this form of violence accounts for 91.70%, followed by domestic 

violence, which includes acts of violence committed by family members against 

women, with a rate of 4.40%; 

Through the INJAD Network against gender-based violence, the Fédération 

provided 492 services during the same period, including listening, counselling and 

psychological support, in addition to guidance, intervention, coordination and 

collaboration with the various institutional actors and others, in order to enable 

women to access a number of services, including shelter for nearly ten victims;  

In a spirit of responsibility and vigilance imposed by the seriousness and 

sensitivity of this phase because of the health and epidemiological crisis facing 

Morocco and the world as a whole, a situation which requires us to have a keen 

sense of awareness, mobilization, objectivity and credibility in our action as civil 

society and as part of the women’s rights movement;         

Pending the publication of a detailed report, with reliable and accurate data 

and an in-depth analysis of information, characteristics and indicators, the FLDF 

believes that these figures do not reflect the full reality of violence experienced by 

women due to the conditions of lockdown and the difficulty of obtaining the 

information, means and conditions necessary for communication and transmission; 
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In order to avoid a dangerous increase in violence against women and to 

strengthen certain official and other measures to protect women from violence, FLDF 

calls on the relevant departments to urgently take the following measures: 

- Introduce simplified procedures to enable women to report violence 

against them to pharmacies or safe places available in neighbourhoods 

or through toll-free telephone numbers; 

- Take measures at the level of the Public Prosecutor’s Office to 

automatically distance perpetrators of violence from their victims and to 

keep women victims and their children in the marital home; 

- Ensure that the local and regional units and other commissions tasked, 

under Law 103/13, with combating violence against women can continue 

their work and play an effective role, provide services and ensure the 

protection due to victims during this difficult period of time; 

- Esure wider and faster provision of institutional accommodation 

services for women, facilitate their transfer to these centres and 

strengthen prevention and hygiene conditions in the context of the 

spread of the epidemic.        

     The FLDF also calls, within the framework of the consultations carried 

out on the draft development model, for the adoption and consideration of 

indicators relating to the conditions of public health lockdown and the impacts 

of economic and social disparities, precariousness, discrimination and 

violence against women, by giving absolute priority to the elimination of these 

impacts and effectively implementing equality, parity and social justice.        

Rabat, on 27 April 2020 

        For the Federal Bureau 

 For your contacts: Tel. of the Campaign Coordinator: 0661780737 
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